Between "theological correctness" and everyday life : contemporary paganism as lived religion by unknown












sues	 of	 procreation	 and	 sexual	 life	 ethics	 are	 taken	 into	 consideration,	
Catholics	should	abstain	from	using	various	methods	of	contraception.	Po‐













well‐recognized	 sociologists	 of	 religion	 in	Poland	and	 a	Catholic	 priest,	
prof.	Janusz	Mariański	with	his	team	from	the	Catholic	University	of	Lublin	
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in	2002‐2005	performed	a	study	on	the	 large	group	of	youth	(2505	re‐
spondents,	average	age	17‐18)	and	their	family	values.	81%	of	the	group	





and	28%	said	 it	depends1.	Again,	 if	 a	 simple	 logic	was	 to	be	applied,	 it	
could	 be	 said,	 that	 young	 Poles	 are	 no	 good	 at	 being	 good	 Catholics.	
Mariański	concluded	that	“Church	sexual	morality	is	not	only	ignored	in	
practice,	but	also	theoretically	questioned	 	 (...)	on	 the	specific	moral	 is‐




These	 inconsistencies	 are	 vividly	 observable,	 especially	when	 from	 the	




ferent	 countries,	 namely:	 Algeria,	 Egypt,	 Iraq,	 Yemen,	 Jordan,	 Lebanon,	
Libya,	Morocco,	Palestine,	Tunisia,	Sudan,	Syria,	and	Arab	Emirates.	The	
most	represented	(192)	group	in	the	sample	were	Syrians.	The	second	re‐






39%	 in	 the	 third	 category.	 The	 “exposed	 emancipation”	 of	women	 has	























even	 changing	 continents,	we	 can	observe	more	 examples.	 In	 Thailand	
many	practices	performed	in	Buddhist	temples	are	of	magical	character:	
they	are	done	 in	order	 to	 “neutralize,	 improve	 (T.	gae,	 แก)้	 or	magically	
unlock	(T.	sado,	สะเดาะ)	people’s	kamma	(T.	gam,	กรรม),	bad	 luck	(T.	khro,	
เคราะห์)	or	bad‐luck‐kamma	(T.	khrogam,	เคราะห์กรรม)	rather	than	interact	with	
intentional	 agents”	 (Hubina	 2017,	 in	 print).	 These	 practices	 may	 have	
little	 consistency	 with	 the	 Buddhist	 doctrine	 (or	 the	 doctrine	 people	
should	 believe	 in),	 when	 the	 law	 of	 karma	 is	 taken	 into	 consideration	
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Theological	correctness	versus	everyday	life	
In	cognitive	studies	of	religion	the	notion	of	„theological	correctness”	was	
introduced	 by	 Justin	 Barret	 to	 describe	multiple	 levels	 of	 one’s	 under‐
standing	of	religious	ideas.	The	level	of	theological	correctness	is	applied	
in	 the	 understanding	 of	 theological	 concepts	 and	 complex	 ideas,	while	
basic	religious	concepts	are	grounded	in	intuitive	and	concrete	knowledge	
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One	of	 the	editors	of	 this	book	 is	 trained	 in	psychology	of	 religion,	and	




























of	 importance	as	 individual	 reinterpretations	of	 such	practices	 (some	al‐
ready	given	examples	serve	as	a	perfect	portrayal)	–	and	so	do	personally	
invented	religious	practices.	As	long	as	something	spiritual	and/or	religious	
































longitudinal	 studies,	 McGuire	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 analyze	 a	 great	
amount	of	individual	narrations,	mostly	of	Christians	representing	vari‐
ous	American	denominations.	She	does	not	consider	those	narrations	to	
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3 	More	 about	 lived	 religion	 as	 transgressing	 oppositions	 like	 official/nonofficial,	 popu‐
lar/private	conf.	A.	Niedźwiedź	(2014).	
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lutions,	 they	will	not	hesitate	 to	 seek	 the	advice	of	curandera4	or	 say	a	
proper	prayer.	They	do	not	see	any	contradictions	between	contemporary	
medicine	and	sacred	powers.	Why	they	do	that,	why	do	they	take	pills,	
pray	 and	undergo	 the	 rituals	 of	 curandera?	The	 answer	 is	 simple,	 says	




Another	 thread,	which	McGuire	undertakes	 in	Lived	Religion	 and	other	
works,	is	related	to	corporeality	and	engaging	the	body	in	spiritual	prac‐
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the	 editors’	 research	 among	Traditional	Wiccans:	 a	 female	 respondent,	
while	comparing	21st	century	Wicca	to	the	times	of	Gerald	Gardner’s	life‐
time,	said	“we	created	it,	we	are	creating	this	religion,	it’s	not	that	the	re‐
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Studying	Paganisms	as	lived	religion	
One	of	the	most	(if	not	the	most)	profound	study	within	what	we	call	here	










Pagan	movements	 in	 the	 US/Western	 Europe	 and	 Central/Eastern	 Eu‐
rope.	Polish	Native	Faith	 followers	(rodzimowierstwo,	 the	 largest	Pagan	





and	 agents	outside	 festivals	 e.	 g.	 local	 communities,	media,	 Christians),	
tools	of	trade	and	ritual	accessories,	sacred	space,	technical	details	of	fes‐
tival	planning,		decorated	with	lively	narrated	stories	and	fieldwork	anec‐
dotes.	 	Among	many	 reasons	 to	 study	 lived	Paganisms,	Pike	names	 the	
one,	that	is	of	most	importance	for	our	approach	presented	here:		“their	
newly	 invented	self	and	community	 identities	do	not	always	match	 the	
ideals	with	which	they	describe	themselves	in	books	and	other	publica‐
tions”	(Pike,	2001,	p.	XX).	It	is	the	case	of	dissonance	between	the	theolog‐












psychological	 meaning	 for	 the	 individual	 is	 concerned.	 Exploring	 the	
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